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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable. 

Display Conditions: 

Not Applicable. 

Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The magazine entitled Buttman Premiere Vol.1 No.1, also known as Buttman Volume 
1 Number 1, is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The magazine contains photographs, cartoons and text that present sexual activity and 
nudity in an explicit manner. In doing so it degrades, dehumanises and demeans 
women to a high degree and extent, and presents extensive depictions of sexual 
conduct of a highly degrading, dehumanising and demeaning nature. 

There is a sustained sexual focus throughout the magazine, in both photographs and 
text, on women’s body parts particularly buttocks, anuses and genitalia. There are 
numerous close-up photographs of women’s buttocks, anuses and genitalia. Anuses 
are often deliberately splayed wide open for the camera and focused upon, as are 
depictions of saliva being dripped over anuses. This deliberate splaying of anuses, 
and depositing of saliva over anuses, presents as sexual conduct of a highly 
degrading, dehumanising and demeaning nature. The deliberate close-up focus by the 
camera on anuses, buttocks and genitalia in this manner has the result that the 
magazine degrades, dehumanises and demeans the women to a high degree. The 
sheer volume of such photographs heightens this effect. Women are effectively 
presented as a collection of body parts and orifices for the use and sexual gratification 
of men. The strong impression is also given that women are to be appraised solely in 
terms of their sexual body parts. Text in the magazine implicitly reinforces these 
themes. 

There are also several photographs of women being ejaculated over or posing 
provocatively with semen over their faces, which the camera usually focuses upon, as 
they engage in sexual activity or have multiple penises surrounding their faces. Such 
photographs also depict sexual conduct of a highly degrading, dehumanising and 
demeaning nature as well as degrading, dehumanising and demeaning the women 
depicted to a high degree. 
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The extent, degree and manner in which the magazine degrades, dehumanises and 
demeans women and the extent, degree and manner in which it depicts sexual 
conduct of a degrading, dehumanising and demeaning nature is considered to be such 
that its availability is likely to be injurious to the public good. 

The provisions in the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 (NZBR Act) have been 
taken into account in determining the classification. An objectionable classification 
places a limit on the right to freedom of expression outlined under s14 of the NZBR 
Act. However, given the highly degrading, dehumanising and demeaning elements, an 
objectionable classification is considered to be a reasonable and demonstrably justified 
limit on the freedom expressed in si4. 
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